SECOED
 3245
 SBDALIA
 
War, since which the union has been con-
sidered inviolable. See civil war in amer-
ica; confederate states of america;
united states, subhead History.
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THE LAURA SECORB
MONUMENT, AT
LUNPY'S LANE
CEMETERY
SECORD, lauua, a Canadian heroine.
During the War of 1812 a force of Amer-
icans sought to surprise a small British force
at Beaver Dam. News of this plan reached
James Sccord, a wounded militia officer then
living in Queenstown.
As he himself was
unable to warn the
British commander,
his wife undertook
the dangerous mis-
sion. Driving a cow
before her until she
reached the woods, in
order that the enemy
might not suspect her
purpose, h!ic then set
out on her solitary
tramp of t w e n t y
miles through the
dense forest. After
an exhausting day,
during which she was
in constant danger from hostile Indians and
Americans, she brought the news to the de-
fenders of Beaver Dam, The British forces
were now prepared for attack and when the
Americana approached, the English imme-
diately took the offensive and forced the
Americans to surrender* While the battle in
itself was not of great significance, it will
live in history for the heroism of Laura
Secord.
SEO'RETARY BIRD, a South African
bird o£ prey, deriving its popular name from
tb© peculiar plumes which project from the
back and siden of its head, giving to it the
appearariee of having bundles of old-fash-
ioned quill pens stuck behind each ear. The
bird has very long legs, amd its stands nearly
four feet in height Though somewhat resem-
bling a heron in general appearance, it is
more closely related to the vulture, and as it
kills rats* mice, troublesome insects and even
snakes, it is protected by law,
SECRETARY 01* STATE,   See
SEQRE'MOlf, in animal physiology, the
separation of certain substances from the
blood and the forming of them into special
fluids, snob, as bile, saliva, mucus. Secretion
is the work of organs of various form and
 structure, hut all may he classified as mem-
branes or glands. Secretions are of two
kinds, those that have a special work to do,
known as true secretions, as the saliva and
bile; and those that are discharged from the
body as worthless or harmful, known as ex-
cretions. The latter require no special cells,
as they exist in the blood and must be sepa-
rated from it. If an excretory organ becomes
useless, some other organ will do its work,
but if an organ of secretion be removed, its
product is no longer found in the system.
See glands ; membranes.
SE'CRET SERVICE, that branch of the
government whose duty it is to detect crim-
inal and fraudulent practices against the gov-
ernment. In most foreign governments this
service is in the hands of a separate depart-
ment, but in the United States each of the
several executive departments has its own
secret service. The most important divisions
are those connected with the Treasury and
the Department of Justice. The Treasury
division is engaged chiefly in the detecting
and arresting of coin and note counterfeiters
and in preventing the violation of revenue
laws.
The duties of the division connected with
the Department of Justice consist in detee-
ing plots against the government, and in dis-
covering and arresting those who persist in
violating the laws of the United States in
other ways than by defrauding the govern-
ment financially. During the World War
the labors of this division were very strenu-
ous, and the skill displayed by its members
in detecting German propaganda, and in dis-
covering and arresting German agents
proved the high degree of efficiency which
the Secret Service in the United States has
attained.
SECRET SOCIETIES. See fraternal
societies.
SEC'ULAR GAMES, a festival anciently
celebrated at Rome at irregular periods and
not, as their name would seem to indicate, at
the commencement of a new saeculum, or
generation. Nothing of their origin is known
except that they were celebrated in honor of
Pluto and Proserpina, to avert from the state
some imminent catastrophe. Down the agei,
long intervals elapsed between the various
celebrations,
SEDA'LIA, Mo., the county seat of Pettia
County, 100 miles east of Kansas City, on
the Missouri, Kansas & Texas and the Mis-

